
Te whānau o KŪPAPA 
 
Kaituhi: Nicola Kāwana  
Ringatohu: Erina Daniels 
Kaihanga / kaiwhakaari: Renaye Tamati, Lana Garland, Nicola Kāwana  
Kaihanga: Jane Hakaraia 
Mātanga whakaari: Gary Henderson 
Kaiwhakarite oro: Paige Pomana 
Kaiwhakahaere atamira: Teiaro Taikato 
Kaiwhakahaere whakaari: Amber Curreen & Chloe Weavers 
Kaiwhakahaere hanga whakaari: Lucie Everett-Brown 

Ringatoi (Sand Artist): Marcus Winter 

Kaitautoko kakahu: Marion Prebble 

  

KŪPAPA is proudly presented by Te Pou Theatre Trust. We are a kaupapa 
Māori performing arts venue for all that supports the presentation and 
development of contemporary and community performing arts locally, 
nationally and internationally from our home in Waitakere, Tāmaki 
Makaurau.   This premiere comes after robust development by Te Pou 
Theatre's Koanga Festival which aims to develop and prepare the fertile 
ground for Auckland's Māori stories and storytellers. The festival has also 
developed works by award-winning playwright Albert Belz, Rutene 
Spooner and Regan Taylor. Our Kōanga Festival 2021 will present four new 
works in development over 1 & 2 October 2021, we look forward to seeing you 
there!  
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Nicola Kāwana would like to thank the following people for their support:  

Nigel Ogle, James Beaumont, Nadine Pehi, Puhi Nuku, Ngāruahine, Makere 

Edwards, Sam Snedden, Gary Henderson, Auckland Theatre Company, Phillipa 

Campbell.  Aunty George, Ian Flynn. 
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KŪPAPA, the debut play by acclaimed actress Nicola Kāwana (Ngāruahine, 
Ngāti Ruanui, Ngāti Kāhungungu and Rangitane), takes us into the mind, the 
heart and the soul of controversial figure Lucy "Takiora" Lord. 
 
In 1868, Lord returns to her turangawaewae to work alongside the militia in 
the Taranaki Land Wars. Fiercely independent and ambitious, Lucy lives 
outside the expectations for women of her time. She is determined to define 
her place to stand, on her terms. But at what cost? 
 
KŪPAPA is not a story of redemption or condemnation, it's a story of 
humanity. The story of Lucy Lord has been told by men for generations. It's 
time for wāhine to do her justice.   Te Pou Theatre is proud to bring you 
this bold new work.  

Kia whakatōmuri te haere whakamua 

26 years ago I came across the only known 

photograph of Lucy Takiora Lord in the 

library at Toi Whakaari/NZ Drama School. 

She has haunted me since. I have heard her 

referred to as ‘that woman whose name we 

do not mention’. I discovered her unmarked 

grave in a cemetery where she was buried 

under the name Louisa D’Alton and I have 

held the very letter that she wrote in 1868, 

reporting Von Temsky’s death. I had 

performed the role of Lucy Lord in a play 

before I discovered that we were related. 

She is mentioned briefly in history books 

despite leaving behind letters describing her 

prolific and contentious work for the crown 

in the Taranaki land wars. At the same time 

I discovered Lucy, I began my own journey into learning the history of this 

“New Zealand” and the devastating impacts of colonisation, present to this day. 

Kūpapa is a culmination of my ongoing research into the whakapapa of my 

childhood landscapes and a desire to redress the imbalances of wahine 

historical narratives. While the story of Kūpapa is based on known histories, it 

is very much a work of fiction and imagination.  Nā Nicola Kāwana 

Erina Daniels // Ringatohu (Ngati Wai) 

is an actor, collaborator, director, and 

dramaturg. Born in Mosgiel, Erina began 

her performance career in Dunedin at the 

College of Performing Arts, going on to 

Toi Whakaari, studying acting, followed 

by an MA in Directing. Erina is also 

undertaking work on script development 

and dramaturgy through Playmarket 

initiative He Pia Hāpai Tuhinga.  

Kaiwhakaari // Performers 

Renaye Tamati (Ngāti Kahungunu/Te Atiawa/Ngāi Tahu) graduated from The 

Actors' Program in 2018. Since then her career highlights have included playing 

Titania and Feste for the Pop Up Globe and a Massive Theatre Company 

collaboration with the Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra. Renaye is thrilled to be 

a part of this incredible work playing alongside absolute dream creatives. 

 

Lana Garland (Te Ātiawa) has spent the bulk of her career working in Māori 

theatre, telling our stories. Most recently in Te Rēhia Theatre’s trans-tasman 

extravaganza Black Ties. She is grateful to be a part of telling this story, a small 

step towards a future where our wāhine are again recognised as the keepers of 

mauri, and balance is restored. Kia manawanui wāhine mā, tāne mā, together we 

can. 

Nicola Kāwana (Ngāruahine, Ngāti Ruanui, Ngāti Kāhungungu and Rangitane) 
was born and raised in Hāwera, South Taranaki. She is a graduate of the Taranaki 
Youth Theatre and Toi Whakaari/NZ Drama School. This year marks 33 years of 
working in professional theatre. She has worked extensively in theatre, film and 
television. 

E te whānau, nau 
mai kia tau mai ki 
te whakaari nei. 

 


